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US WAR planes are using Shan- 
non airport to transport troops to 
attack Irag. 

But the majority of the Irish people are 
against this war. 

A recent opinion poll in the Irish Times 
found that 59 percent of people wanted Brian 
Cowan to vote against war at the UN Security 
Council. 

Instead he has pledged full backing to 


Bush's war machine. 
Inflict 


This is why he has opened 
up Shannon for use by US 
warplanes. 

But why should facilities 
of a supposedly neutral 
country be used to inflict 
war on innocent Iraqis. 


Grab 


What right has the US to 
act as the world's policeman 
and to grab hold of Iraq's oil 
supplies? 

We need to build a huge 
opposition movement to that 
war. 

We-need Irish Anti-War 
Groups in every area to 
mobilise against this blood- 
shed. 
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CHARLIE 
McCREEVEY boasts 
he isn't afraid to 
make “tough choic- 
es" when it comes to 
cutting spending. 
But the only people 
he's tough on are 
workers and the 


unemployed. 
@ He abolished the first 
time buyers grant 


ACCORDING to 
the UN Ireland is 
one of the richest 
countries in the 


and their friends 
have created a 
country where 

@ 200,000 families live 
on less than E173 a week. 
@ 60% of local authority 
tenants in Dublin city live 
on incomes Jess than half 
the national average. 


ment. 


highest. 


ROOF FALLS IN ON 
SCHOOL BUILDERS 


@ Almost 50,000 families 
are on local authority 
housing waiting lists. 

@ 23% of the population 
have literacy problems. 


100,000 out patients are 
also waiting for treatment. i 
@ 68% of children on ie 

iz 


@ wages are the third 
lowest in Europe while {f 
prices are the second 
I 
L 


overnight. 

@ He cut Community 
Employment places by 
another 5000. 

@ He slashed spending on 
school buildings. 

@ He cut the money for 
local authority house build- 
ing. 

@ He refused to give the 
medical card to 200,000 
low-income families. 

@ He has frozen rent 
allowance for single people. 


tax in 
Next 


MCCREEVY 
believes “we need 
to take account of 
pay levels in com- 


world but also @ 125,000 primary petitor countries 
one of the most School children are in ib and consequently 

i Mc classes of 30 or more. E set our pay levels 
EEE pi (o RUT pome gode below the level of 
Creevy, Harney hospital waiting lists. ká 


increases apply- 
ing in our partner 


countries in the 
waiting lists have to wait euro area." 
over six months for treat- E politicians 


though he makes 
exceptions. They need 
to be paid as well as 
every- other politician 


tricity shortages by 


@ He won't give cancer 
patients in the south-east a 
local radiotherapy unit. 
There is only one reason 
for all these cuts. McCreevy 
wants to make sure that the 
rich enjoy the lowest rates of 


the EU. 
year, tax on profits 


will drop to a mere 12.5 
percent. The reduction 
will cost the country a 
staggering 1 billion euro. 


in Europe, or better. 

On top of the increases 
everyone got, the 
Taoiseach got a special 
22% rise. His salary is 
now almost E150,000. 

TDs were given an 
extra 18.7%. They now 
earn nearly E50,000 a 
year. 

Heads of government 
departments, hospital con- 
sultants, heads of non 
commercial state-spon- 
sored bodies and senior 
figures in the gardai and 
judiciary all received 33% 
pay rises. 


CUTS EXPECTED 


IRELAND will experience severe elec- 


2005 according to 


Eirgrid, the company which runs the 


national grid. 


A SCANDAL has 
broken out over the 
company involved 
in Ireland's first 
wave of Public Pri- 
vate Partnerships. 

The British firm, 
Jarvis, was given a con- 
tract to build five schools 
and to run them for twen- 
ty years. 


Hidden 


The exact details of the 
contract are hidden due to 
‘commercial secrecy’. ft is a 
form of privatization as all 
non-leaching staff will now 
be employed by Jarvis. 

Now head teachers in 20 
Yorkshire schools have pre- 
sented the British education 
Ministers with a litany of 


complaints against Jarvis. 

One head, Christine 
Spencer, said that the com- 
pany's ‘workmanship just 
isn't very good’. 


Appreciate 


They don't appreciate 
that these are buildings that 
are used by children and 
have to stand up to a lot of 
punishment’. 

In other words, Jarvis 
cuts Corners to save costs, 

Last January, the roof of 
a primary school it built in 
Glasgow collapsed. 

Jarvis was also responsi- 
ble for track maintenance at 
Potters Bar in London where 
seven people died in a 
derailment. 


A new power plant is needed. But the state is 
prevented from building one because it would not 
fit in with plans to privatise the ESB. 

Electricity has been de-regulated since 2000. But no 
private capitalist wants to build a generation station. 


OUR JOBS 
MAKE US ILL 


60 percent of work- 
ers say thelr jobs 
make them Ill. That Is 
the finding of Profes- 
sor Tom Cox, Profes- 
sor of Occupational 
Psychology at Not- 
tingham University. 
Musculo-skoletal dis- 
orders (such as back 
Pains) and stress are 
the two biggest prob- 


lems. Illness occurs 
as the workload gets 
out of control. 


Professor Cox 
pointed out that there 
is a direct link 


between workloads 
getting out of control 
and the trend to glob- 
alisation of employ- 
ees. 
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| POLITICIANS GET SECOND HOME ALLOWANCE | 
| WORKERS agonise about | 
| buying their first home but 

| ministers are helped to get 
| 


second ones. 


The "dual 


ee ea 


CAROL, a local 
authority tenant 
in Dublin, 
described her sit- 
uation. 

" You want to do 
your best for your kids 
but it's a nightmare. 
We're trying to make 


DR. OWENS 
Wiwa, a 
brother of 
murdered Nigerian 
writer Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, recently visit- 
ed Mayo to support 
protests against the 
building of a gas 
terminal by a sub- 
sidiary of the giant 
multi-national Shell 
Sheil want to build a 


abode allowance" 
means that ministers can get E50,000 
to cover a mortgage on a second 


SLASHER McCREEVY: | 


is le 


bills. 


the best of it but with 
Christmas coming up 
and all the pressure to 
puy all round you, it's 

ard not to get into 
debt. 

I watch the politicians 
on Prime Time and I can't 
believe what they get 
away with. I want teach- 


processing terminal 8km 


inland in the village of 


Bellnaboy. This will mean 


that _ 4 high-pressure 
Pipeline will travel 


through unstable peat bog. 


Experts say the risk of 


explosion is significant. 
_The Proposed terminal 
will be just 300m from the 
nearest house. 
Shell bh pay no royal- 
» Very little tax and th 
state will buy back its son 
oil at commercial rates, 


ties, 


home in the capital, or to cover hotel 


And remember Farmleigh house, the 
State mansion that we paid E52 million Í 
for? We now also pay E45,000 a day to 
allow government ministers to live it up 
with foreign dignitaries. 


p a re rn ep 


THE WHOLE THING IS WRONG 


ers and nurses and fire- 
fighters to be paid well. f 

I want CE schemes for | 
anyone who wants them. I 
want hospitals and [> 
schools that are well-built | 
and comfortable. But they 
seem to want to do things 
completely different. 

The whole thing is 
wrong." 


According to Maura Har- 
tington, a principal of a local 
school, "The way in which 
Our natural resources are 
handed over to the multi- 
nationals is nothing short of 
scandalous." 

Marathon Petroleum and 
Pierce Construction who ate 
both also involved in the pro- 
ject have given politic 
donations to Fianna Fail. 

Frank Fahy, the local 
Fianna Fail minister, as 
championed Shell's case 
from the beginning. 


editorial 


No Blood for Oil! 
Shannon 
IS nota 


warport 


Shannon airport is 
being used as a major 
hub to transport US 
troops to a military 
base in Kuwait in 
preparation for an 
attack on Iraq. 

Yet the Irish government 
has not even made any formal 
announcement to the Dail 
about this breach in Irish neu- 
trality. It is instead running a 
covert operation to support 
the US war machine. 

Evidence of US military use of 
Shannon has been growing. 

On November 5%”, a Lock- 
heed Galaxy landed at Shannon. 
This huge troop carrier was 
involved in Bush's war in 
Afghanistan. 

When Irish Times journalist, 
Vincent Browne visited Shannon 
airport he noticed a large white 
unmarked US aircraft with hun- 
dreds of US troops disembark- 


ing. Two young US soldiers told 
him they were en route from the 
US military base in Georgia to 
Kuwait. 

Kuwait is the major centre 
for US operations in the coming 
attack on Iraq. 

The organisation ReFueling 
Peace has documented how 
scores of Hercules transporter 
planes have landed at Shannon. 

DCU student Eain Dubsky is 
now facing charges for dobbing 
graffiti on these planes. 


Challenged 


When the Irish government 
has been challenged on all these 
activities, it claims it is part of 
“normal activities”. 

But this sickening hypocrisy 
will not do. Flan Clune, the pub- 
lic relations officer of Aer Rianta, 
which runs the airport, has pub- 
licly conceded that government 
restrictions on B52 bombers 
using Shannon have been waived. 


Action needed 


Bush is using the UN 
arms inspectors as a 
retext for war on 
raq. In the next few 
weeks the Pentagon 
will manufacture a 
story that Hussein 
has hidden weapons 
of mass destruction. 
The US refuses to allow 
weapons inspectors to visit 
its own biological weapon 
manufacturing facilities - 
but it wants to pretend that 
weapons found in a country 
devastated by sanctions are 


a threat to humanity. 
It is an excuse to grab 


hold of traq’s huge oil 
reserves for US multi- 
nationals. 


The only thing that can 
stop Bush is a huge anti-war 
movement. Over the next 
few weeks every activist 
needs to get word out about 
the following two protests. 


On February 15th, the 
WK biggest ever simultane- 
ous mass demonstrations 
against war will take part all 
over Europe. 

The call for this action 
has come from the Euro- 
pean Social Forum which 


gathered together 60,000 
anti-globalisation activists in 
Florence in November. 

If war breaks out, there 
has to be an immediate 
response. 

The Irish Anti War Move- 


The majority of the Irish peo- 
ple are against the use of Irish 
airspace to wage a war to estab- 
lish a US oil colony in Iraq. 

The Iraqi people have already 
suffered enough through sanc- 
tions, with half a million children 
dying as a direct result. 

But Foreign Minister Cowan 
wants ta act as a poodle for 
George Bush. Late in November 
he appeared at the UN to pledge 
Irish support for war. 

He justified this by saying the 
war has UN backing. But the 
Security Council of the UN is 
made of the big colonial powers 
and small countries like Ireland 
who are economically black- 
mailed by the US. 

It is time to stand up to this 
blackmail. We do not want the 
innocent blood of Iraqi’s on our 
hands. There should be no collu- 
sion in US sponsored state ter- 
rorism. 

And that means closing Shan- 
non to US military use. 


on war 


ment is calling on people to 
assemble outside the US 
embassy on the evening 
after any attack and demon- 
strate in every city the fol- 
lowing weekend. 


The unions must oppose war 


The Irish trade union 
movement was 
founded by the anti- 
war socialist James 
Connolly, who 
claimed that “the 
bugle of war should 
be taken as the toc- 
sin for social rebel- 


lion”. 

Workers are the first 
victims of every war. 

And the Irish trade 
union movement needs to 
come to the fore in 


opposing it. 

In Britain, most of the 
key unions have passed 
anti-war resolutions and 
are affiliated to the Stop 
the War Coalition. 

in Italy, all the main 
unions joined the million 
strong anti-war march in 
Florence and many are 
now calling for a general 
strike against war. 

Socialist Worker urges 
its supporters to cam- 
paign to win Irish union 

acking for the campaign 
against war, 


PASS THIS RESOLUTION | 


This branch calls on our national unions to 
oppose Bush’s plans to attack iraq, 


We agree to 


liate to the Irish Anti-War Move- 


_ment and to bring our union banner onto its 
mass protests against war. 


A 24 Hour General Strike 
THIS IS HOW TO FIGHT CUTBACKS 


BfhIVWERe A 
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On November 26th, public sector workers all over France went on strike. 
They were protesting against plans to privatise the post office and electricity 
and gas utilities. 

The strike was joined by thousands of students who opposed the ban on 
appointing new teaching staff. In some towns the protests were joined by pri- 
vate sector workers. 

This is the real way to fight government cuts. Instead of doing another cosy 
partnership deal with McCreevy, SIPTU and the ICTU should be calling its 
members out on a 24 hour general strike against privatisation and cuts. 


Join the socialists 


Fill In this form and send to SWP, PO Box 1648, Dublin 8 
Tel (01) 872 2682 
Emall swp@clubl.le 
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Justice Minister 
McDowell has 
drawn up plans to 
monitor thousands 
of Irish citizens - 
and to share infor- 
mation on some of 
them with US intel- 
ligence agencies. 

He has drafted a new 
Rill that will keep 
detailed data on e-mails. 
mobile phone calls and 
faxes for up to four years. 

Every e-mail will now 
be open to inspection by 
Department of Justice 
officials. Monitoring of 
mobile phones means the 
state can find out exactly 
Where anyone was at cer- 
tain points and dates. 


Visits 


Internet server compa- 
nies will also have to store 
information on every web 
page that a subscriber visits 
for four years. 

It will mean huge data- 
bases on everyone who vis- 
its ‘alternative’ web sites 
such as Znet or Indymedia 
or even 
Michael.Moore.com. 

Malachy Murphy. from 
the Irish Council of Civil 
Liberties says ‘The Bill 
teats everyone as a poten- 
tial suspect in a crime’. 


Crime 


Co-incidently it has 
emerged that McDowell has 
been arguing inside the EU 
to share data on EU citizens 
with the CIA and the FBI. 

The German. French, 
Spanish and Dutch govern- 
ments expressed concerns 


Latest attack on civil liberties 


Big Brothe 


AND HIS NAME IS 


MCDOWELL ! 


about this. 

But McDowell had no 
problems. He said that secu- 
rity services in Britain and 
Ireland had being doing this 
for years. 

‘If people are worried 


about it, they should have 
been worried for the last 30 
to 50 years’. 

McDowell's new plans 
for intelligence gathering 
are inspired by the crack 
down on civil liberties that 


Northern Ireland 
Will the republicans back the PSNI? 


THE republicans 
are once again 
engaged in a piece 
of complex chore- 
ography with the 
British and Irish 
governments - this 
time over backing 
the PSNI. 

The new plan is to 
wind down the [RA 
completely in return for 
cx-paramilitaries getting 
a place on police boards. 

Blair wants republi- 
can backing for a police 
force as the key to stabil- 
ity in the future. 


Power 


The first step came with 
new draft legislation on 
policing from the British 
government. 

The new legislation 
would give more power to 
the Police Board and to 
police Ombudsman, Nuala 
O Loan. 


Its key proposal was for 
District Partnership Boards 
onto which former paramil- 
ilarics would he permitted 
to serve. Unionist politician 
are already up in arms over 
this suggestion, The DUP 
MP, Peter Robinson, said 
that Unionists would resign 
from all police boards if the 
republicans were let on. 

But the DUP have long 
engaged in this bluster - 
and then went and collected 


The future of community policing 


Å A 


their pay cheques for join- 
ing the Stormont Execu- 
tive! 

The aim of the British 
and Irish governments will 
be to override this opposi- 
tion to reach the final chap- 
ter of the Belfast agreement 
- republican backing for the 
police, Significantly, 
Adams and the republican 
leadership have not ruled 
this out. They are simply 
demanding that the full Pat- 


IGNORANCE 
IS 
STRENGT 


SLAVERY 
IS 
FREEDOM 


has come in the wake of 
Bush's ‘war against terror- 
ism’. 

In Britain similar plans 
by the Blair government ran 
into massive opposition. 


The same is needed here. bunal: 


Most of the police 
who rioted in Dame 
St against Reclaim 
the Street protes- 
tors have take a 
Mafia style vow of 
ilence. 

sigas 20 of the 150 
police officers responded 
to an inquiry from the 
Garda Complaints 
Board. 

Chairman of the Gar- 
dai Complaints Board, 
Gordon Holmes, said 
that seven or eight police 
men who were caught on 
video wielding their 
batons cannot now be 
identified. 


Accidenta! 


He has also said that it 
was purely accidental that 
they were not wearing their 
numbers, as required! 

But anti-capitalist pro- 
testors have noted that near- 
ly all baton-wielding police 
remove their identification 
numbers. 

While police kept silent, 
they put pressure on 


planting drugs and explo- 
sives, framing witnesses and 
even of murder. 


ton proposals on the police 
be implemented. They 
want extra minor reforms 
such as making the police 


commissioner more 
answerable - but they think 
they can win this in negoti- 
ations. 

In the background, they 
are aware that their friends 
in the US establishment are 
pressing for the run down 
of all 'terrorist organisa- 
tons. The republican lead- 


ership will fudge and 
manoeuvre to keep up a 
militant image. So they are 
running a tokenistic cam- 
paign to drop the name of 
‘London’ from ‘London- 


derry’ to cover their tracks. 
But their trajectory over the 
last few years shows they 
wili bow to US pressure 
and eventualiy back the 
police. 


WE THINK 


SOCIALISTS differ from republicans 


and loyalists 


of the rich. 
The police accej 
society. Sectarian 


right parties. 

Putting ex -parai 
won't change this. 
militaries more c 
ties’. In the South 
cans into the Spec 


because we 
endorse the police. MIE 
in a profit driven society, 
support the powerful. They 
strikes and protests — not a 


the police always 
are used against 
gainst the crimes 


pt the worst prejudices of 

and racist 
amongst them. Most studies sho 
Port by police officers fo 


ideas grow 
i w higher sup- 
r right wing and far 


militaries on police boards 
It will just give those para- 
ontrol over 'their communi- 
, De Valera recruited republi- 
ial Branch. They were known 


as Bray harriers’ in the 1930s. 


They became just as 


as the Blueshirts ¢ 
replace. Ex IRA me 
behave no differently. 


right wing and vicious 


hey were supposed to 
n from West Belfast will 


ris watching you 


Dame street police violence 


A vow of 
silence 


demonstrators to come for- 
ward and identify people 
who took part in the street 
party. Ee 

One activist in Globalise 
Resistance said, 'I got sev- 
eral phone calls asking me 
to come in and make a 
statement. Their aim was to 
pick out the protestors from 
photos and identify them. It 
was an intelligence gather- 
ing operation’. The whole 
affair shows that the Irish 


Seventy 
; “people have 
received 


E60 million from 


the Irish govern- 
ment for Garda 
assaults and 


wrongful arrests in 
the last five years. 

The figures were 
revealed to Labour 
TD, Joe Costello, in 
the Dail recently. 

But Garda head- 
quarters have 
refused to say how 
many police offi- 
cers have been dis- 
ciplined for these 
offences. 


Scandals just keep coming 


The Morris tri- 
Allegations 
have been made of Gardai 


Abbeylara: Legal 

representatives of the 
Gardai have prevented an 
inquiry into shooting of 
John Carthy in April 2000. 
Carthy was shot three times 
in the legs before he was 
shot a fourth time in the 
back by marksmen. Gardai 
claim that they were unable 
to contact his solicitor but it 
took RTE's Prime Time 25 
seconds to get his mobile 
number from Directory 
Enquiries. 

Bud Dwyer: Garda 

commissioner Pat 
Byrne's 18-room home in 
Meath, was bought from 
the criminal Christy `Bud' 
Dwyer. 

Dean Lyons: The 

Dublin drug addict 
was wrongly charged with 
two murders. Lyons signed 
statements confessing but 
he could not have carried 
out the murders. Hounded 
out of Ireland by the cops. 
Dean Lyons died of an 
overdose in Manchester last 


year. $ 
dvance Pit- 
stop: The tyre com- 
pany overcharged the 
Garda by £208,000. Trips 
were laid on for senior gat 
dai to England, Spain, Italy 
and Portugal by Advance 
Pitstop. The trips cost at 
least £45,000. 

Garda fleet manager 
Oliver Hanlon said they 
were upset to find there 
were no tyre facilities tO 
visit on each of the trips. 


leftwards 


‘| WANT my victory 
to symbolize that 
nobody is inferior 
to anybody else’. 
This is what Lula, 
winner of Brazil's 
presidential elec- 
tion, told crowds 
on October 27th. 
On January ist 
2003, he will 
assume office. 

It was what mil- 
lions wanted to hear. 
Brazil is one of the 
most unequal countries 
in the world. Hunger 
and unemployment 
affect many. The rich 
have even paid off duty 
cops to shoot down 
street kids who disturb 
their peace. 


Warning 


Lula had won despite 
the warnings from US 
banks. Merrill Lynch and 
Morgan Moody had 
issued ‘warnings’ to for- 
eign investors. Since the 
results, the screams of the 
US rightwing have grown 
shriller. 

A leading Republican 
Senator, Henry Hyde 
wrote to Bush waming 


that Lula, Castro and 
Chavez in Venezuela had 
formed a new ‘axis of 
evil’ which now had con- 
trol of 'a 30 thousand ton 
nuclear bomb' which 
could be fired from 
Brazil. 

US Finance Minister 
Paul O Neill said that the 
markets were waiting for 
Lula ' to assure them he is 
not a crazy person’. 


Victory 


Lula's victory grew 
from the despair which 
neo-liberal policies have 
brought. After the violent 
defeat of guerrilla move- 
ments throughout the 
1980s, Latin America 
became a showcase for 
free market policies. 

Taxes on wealth were 
cut. Privatisation was 
promoted everywhere. 
People were told that they 
would be rewarded with 
jobs brought by foreign 
investment. 

For a period it seemed 
to work. Latin America 
was labelled an ‘emerging 
market' by speculators 
who wanted a fast buck. 
But in the late 1990s, 
they began to withdraw 
their money. 


For Brazil, it meant 
economic calamity. The 
real was devalued by 30 
percent. The IMF was 
called in to offer a 30 bil- 
lion loan. But it came 
with huge strings. 

There was to be no 
government deficit — so 
spending on health and 
education had to be cut. 
Interest rates had to be 
kept high to please specu- 
lators. 

Lula won because he 
gave voice to the anger of 
the poor. He promised to 
create jobs and end 
hunger. ‘Did we win 
democracy' he once 
asked 'only to have the 
right to cry out our 
hunger?" 

But he has also made 
concessions to the black- 
mail of the rich. His run- 
ning mate was Jose Ale- 
car, a right wing textile 
factory owner from the 
Liberal Party. He has 
committed himself to 
sticking with the IMF 
programme and paying 
off Brazil's foreign debt. 

The anti-globalisation 
movement held its major 
conference in Porte Alle- 
gre, a city dominated by 
Lula's party, the Workers 
Party (PT). 

Now a major debate 


Ecuador: Will 


ECUADOR HAS elected 


IMF imposed poverty on Brazilian children 


atin America Swings 


Who are the Brazilian Left? 


E Workers Party: 

FOUNDED in 1980 by metal workers 
union in Sao Paulo. Began with 300 
activists from Christian socialist and 
Marxist backgrounds. Made big electoral 
gains in late 1980s and faced pressures 
to move to the right. 

In 1993, however, a new leadership was elected from 
left which promised ‘to guarantee the revolutionary social- 
ist character of the party’. 

Despite this declaration, reformist pressure grew as the 
PT won control of more city councils. New policies were 
produced which claimed that ‘socialism was not gn the 
agenda, at this stage’. 

The party is still composed of a number of 'platforms' - 
and some look to far left. These will now have to organise 
to stop Lula caving into pressure from IMF. 


MUNYARADZI GWI- 
SAI, a socialist MP in 
Harare, has been 


Zimbabwean Socialist 
Lucio resist IMF? | MP expelled from MDC 


E CUT: 
THIS is the main Brazilian trade union 
federation. Originally, the Vargas dicta- 
torship ran a system of state-controlled 
unions. 

But in recent years the CUT have begun to align with 
the Workers Party. 


E MST: 
THE Movement of the Landless Workers: 
Founded in 1984, it uses direct action to 
seize unused land and take back land 
from the big landowners. 

Occupied the estates of the former President, FH Car- 
duso. It has managed to settle an extra quarter of a million 
peasants on land since its campaign began. 


They will be watching Lula to make sure he keeps his 
promises to the rural poor. 


mass protest action against 
Mugabe; and for taking part 
iùn the Anti-Privatisation 


Lucio Gutierrez as its 
President, in another 
sign of the swing to the 
left in Latin America. 

Gutierrez was a leader of 
the mass uprising in 2000 
which overthrew the US 
puppet, Mahuad. But 
instead of carrying through 
the revolt he allowed anoth- 
er champion of neo-liberal 
policies, Noboa, to assume 
office. 

This time around he won 
the popular vote by a 54 per- 
cent majority. His party, the 
January 21 Patriotic Move- 
ment, promised to oppose 
‘neo-liberal globalisation and 
external intervention from 
international powers’. 

His party won huge support 
from the indigenous peoples’ 
movements and peasant 

anisations. 

"he economy of Ecuador 
was recently tied to the dollar. 
But this only meant the price of 


Gutierrez’s supporters celebrate victory 


basic foodstuff soared. 2 mil- 
tion people fled the country 
and the unemployment rose to 
over 30 percent. 

But there's already severe 
doubt that Gutierrez will carry 
through on his radical pro- 
gramme. 

He recently toured the US 
and assured prominent busi- 


ness people that he was 'not a 
populist but just popular’. He 
has also promised to work with 
the IMF to win a 240 million-aid 
package. 

However let's hope he 
remembers that he's only pop- 
ular as long as he does what 
he promises to do. 


expelled from Zim- 
babwe’s main oppo- 
sition party, the 
Movement for Demo- 
cratic Change. 

In 1990 the MDC was 
formed by a number of 
civic groups and unions 
in opposition to Robert 
Mugabe's repressive 
policies. At the time, 
Mugabe had embraced 
the policies of the IMF 
which wrecked the living 
conditions of workers. 


Famine 


Today Zimbabwe is on 
the verge of famine - and 
Mugabe's party the ZANU- 
PF is trying to gain control 
of the scarce food supplies 
to re-build its political base. 

Instead of carrying 
through the fight against 


Munyaradzi Gwisai 
Mugabe after a rigged elec- 
tion, the MDC want to do a 
deal with him to implement 
neo-liberal policies. 

This is why they have 
expelled, Gwisai - a sup- 
porter of the International 
Socialist Organisation, 
which has links with the 
SWP in Ireland. 

Gwisai was accused of 
‘demanding that white farm- 
ers release some land to 
lodgers in his constituency 
of Highfield; for calling for 


Forum and denouncing the 
IMF and the World Bank. 


Support 


He used his position in 
parliament to support a new 
Labour Act which brought 
benefits to working people 
and infuriated the employ- 
ers organisation of Zimbab- 
we. 

In a statement, the ISO 
said the expulsion shows 
that ‘Many leaders of the 
MCD have become friends 
with local and international 
capitalists and bosses - they 
don't like people who 
oppose these exploiters or 
call for better conditions for 
workers’. 

For international sup- 
port to Zimbabwean 
socialists, please send 


cheques to SWP's Africa 
Solidarity Fund c/o P.O. 
Box 1648 Dublin 8. 
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The Columbia Three 


THE TRIAL of three 


Irishmen, Niall 
Connolly, Jim 
Monaghan and Martin 
McCauley, known as 
the Colombia Three, is 
set to open this month. 

The Irish establishment has 
dene nothing to prevent a 
Birmingham Six-style miscar- 
riage of justice. Right up to a 
week before the trial, the Irish 
government had not confirmed 
that it was sending a legal 
abserver. 


Sneared 


Last February Justice Minister, 
Michael McDowell, smeared the 
Colombia 3 and endangered their 
lives by claiming they were linked 
to “Marxist narco-terrorists'. 

Huge pressure was applied to 
politicians like Joe Costello not to 
attend the trial as an observer. Only 
two TDs, Sean Crowe and Finian 
McGrath will now be in atten- 
dance. 

Yet there is little chance that the 
Colombia Three will get a fair trial. 
They have been held in jail since 
lith August 2001 on charges of 
using false documentation and 
training left wing FARC (Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarios de 
Colombia) guerrillas. 

The men have been moved 
between prisons because of threats 
to their lives. For seven days in 
June. they could not eat food from 
the prison kitchen for fear of poi- 
soning. Earlier on. mysteriously, a 
gun was found in a cell next to 
them. 

You have to be a brave person 
to be a defence lawyer in Columbia 
because they are targets for right 
wing death squads. 25 defence 

lawyers were murdered in 1998 
alone. 


Pawns 


On top of this. the men have 
had difficulty getting access to 
their lawyers. They have not been 
allowed to meet collectively with 
them - even though their lawyers 
do not speak English and only one 
of the prisoners speaks Spanish. 

The Colombia Three are being 
used as pawns in a deadly battle to 
win support for US intervention in 
Colombia's civil war. 

Colombia is one the largest 
recipients of US military aid. It is 
the seventh largest exporter of oil 
ss the US and it is estimated that 
only 20 percent of Colombia's oil 
feserves are explored. 

To justify this level of state vio- 
lence. stories are concocted about 


INTERNATIONAL 


sinister links between intemational 
‘terrorist’ organisations. 

So in a blatant attempt to preju- 
dice the trial, the outgoing 
Colombian President Andreas 
Pastrana, told the Washington Post 
that ‘Some months ago, IRA mem- 
bers were captured in Colombia 
after training FARC guerrillas in 
urban terrorism’. He was in 
Washington at the time to request 
an increase in military aid. 

The main evidence against the 
men comes from US military offi- 
cials who claimed that forensic 
tests for explosives and drugs 
proved positive. But the men had 
previously heen detained at a 
Colombian military base without 
access to lawyers. And when the 
Colombian authorities carried out 
the forensic tests on their clothes, 
they proved negative. 

Colombia has one of the worst 
human rights abuse records in the 
world. For every four trade union- 
ists killed in the world, three of 
these die in Colombia. Right wing 
paramilitaries often camp around 
strike-bound plants and attack 
workers. 

During a strike at a Coca Cola 
plant, for example, they simply 
murdered union leaders. 


Repression 


Bush's 'war on terrorism’ has 
given new confidence to right wing 
politicians who are linked to the 
death squads. The new President 
Alvaro Uribe helped to bring about 
the end of the peace process with 
FARC guerrillas. One of his first 
decrees was to establish special 
zones, which are under direct mili- 
tary mle. To fund the renewed 
spending on military repression he 
ordered a 30 percent reduction in 
public sector wages. 

The real aim of the new repres- 
sion is to clear away indigenous 
communities and peasant families 
from potential oil and gas fields. 
Each day about !,029 people are 
internally displaced. 

One of the key zones under mil- 
itary rule are oil-rich areas where 
oil multi-nationals Chevron, 
Occidental and Harken, the former 
company of US vice-president 
Dick Cheney, operate. 

But there has also been huge 
resistance to these policies. On 
September 16th, there was a 24 
hour general strike. Peasant organ- 
isations have called for a big 
mobilisation. 

The Birmingham Six did not 
receive justice ¿t the hands of the 
British judiciary. There will be no 
justice for these Irishmen in the 
Colombian courts. Anything Jess 
than full and active support for 
calls for their release is indefensi- 
ble. 
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THE US has more 
weapons of mass 
destruction than any 
other country in the 
world, and has used 
them more often. 

It has the biggest military 
force the world has ever seen. 

Next year George Bush's regime 
will spend $396 billion on prepar- 
ing for war. 


Stockpile 


The US budget is more than six 
times the military budget of Russia, 
the world's second biggest arms 
spender. it is 293 times that of Iraq. 

The United States has 10,600 
nuclear warheads in its stockpile. 
Iraq has none. 

Each of these warheads can 
bring horrible deaths. They create 
an intense heat which bums oxygen 
destroying all life in the immediate 
area. 


Uncontrolled 


This in turn leads to terrible fire 
storms and lethal winds. Nuclear 
weapons also murder through radia- 
tion sickness which causes internal 
bleeding and uncontrolled diar- 
rhoea. 

In the coming war against Iraq, 
the US will use the B-2s bombers to 
deliver their new “earth penetrating" 
nuclear bomb. In military jargon, 
these are labelled ‘daisycutters. 

The US also gives full support to 
the one state in the Middle East 
which does have nuclear weapons - 
Israel. It has up to 200 nuclear 


weapons and refuses to let in any 
weapons inspectors. 

Each year the US gives Israel $3 
billion in military and economic 
"aid". 


Arming 


Between 1980 and 1995 Israel 
bought or "received" 260 F-16 
fighter aircraft from the US which 
can drop nuclear bombs. Israel is 
arming three submarines with mis- 
siles capable of carrying nuclear 
warheads. 

The US's chief ally is Britain, 
which has around 200 warheads 
with four nuclear submarines which 
can carry 64 nuclear missiles. 


Authorises 


Both these countries are willing 
to use nuclear weapons. US defence 
policy now authorises the use of 
nuclear weapons against non- 
nuclear states. 

The US is still the only state to 
have actually used nuclear weapons 
in war. The US exploded an untest- 
ed uranium bomb above the 
Japanese city of Hiroshima in 
August 1945. 

It killed 140,000 out of a popu- 
lation of 350,000. 

The US then dropped a nuclear 
bomb on another Japanese city, 
Nagasaki, killing 70,000 out of 
270,000 inhabitants. 


The full record on 
Chemical Weapons 


DURING THE Vietnam 
War the US dropped 17 
million gallons of 
chemical defoliant. 
Agent Orange caused 
massive deformities in chil- 
dren long after the US left 
Vietnam, The US also 
dropped napalm on 
Vietnamese villages. The US 
experimented with napalm 
to ensure it clung to human 


fo and couldn't be washed 


Refused 


Just like Saddam Hussein 
the US has passed laws to 
ensure that inspectors can be 
-refused admission to its chemi- 
cal weapons facilities, No 


inspectorate is allowed to take 
samples of US chemical 
weapons out of the control - 
although its ally, Israel, used 
phosphorus bombs during its 
invasion of the Lebanon in 1982 
in which 12,000 Lebanese civil: 
ians were killed. 

Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein knew he could get away 
with using poison gas against 
Iranian troops and Kurdish 
civilians during his eight-year 
war with Iran that started in 
1980 because he then had the 
backing of the US. 

US military observers on the 
ground at the time knew exactly 
what was happening. 

Major figures in the govern- 
ment at the time included Dick 
Cheney, Paul Wolfowitz and 
Donald Rumsfeld. They now lead 
the current US drive for war, 
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The real makers of 


THE US is the world's 
biggest investor in bio- 
logical weapons. it made 
sure that the internation- 
al Biological Weapons 
convention of 1972 did 
not allow for inspections 
on its research. 


Micro-organisms 


In 1998, the US Office of 
Naval Research applied for 
funds to develop micro-organ- 
isms which could target metal 
parts, lubricants and fuels. 

At the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory in Tennessee, the US 
military has a programme to develop 
electro-magnetic fields which 'cause 
short-term memory loss and lead to 
total loss of control over bodily 
functions’. 

Recently, the Pentagon has 
embarked on a secret Joint Non- 
Lethal Defence Programme - code 
for bio-weapons. 


In September, the New York 


The UN weapons 
inspectors are part of 
the drive to war - nota 
way of preventing it. 

Top US advisor, Richard 
Perle said that if no weapons 
of mass destruction were 
found, it was only because 
Saddam Hussein was hiding 
them and this would justify 
war. 

The media repeats the lie that 
Iraq expelled United Nations 


weapons inspectors in December 
1998 


__In fact they were withdrawn 
in order to allow US President 


Inspectors 4 s 


Times reported that they had ‘built a 
germ factory that could wipe out 
entire cities’. 


During Clinton's administration, 
the US secretly built and tested a 
model of an anthrax bomb. After 


A NOVEMBER report 
by the global health 
organization, Medact, 
estimates that at least 
50,000 civilians are 
likely to be killed in an 
initial US attack on 
Iraq. 
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mes reported that they had ‘built a 
arm factory that could wipe out 
atire cities’, 

During Clinton's administration. 
ue US secretly built and tested a 
yodel of an anthrax bomb. After 


September Ith there was a panic 
over letters contaminated with 
anthrax. But the anthrax spores are 
now suspected to have come from 
the US's own research facilities. 
The US is using genetically engi- 


neering fungus to spray parts of 
Colombia that are controlled by left 


wing guerrillas. 


TO PREVENT war 
we have to under- 
stand what causes 
it. 

At the end of the 
World War 2 the US 
accounted for one half of 
world production. Today 
that figure has shrunk to 
about a quarter. But it is 
still the world's largest 
military power, spending 
as much on arms as the 
next 11 countries togeth- 
er. 


Overtake 


Until it was snared in 
tecession, the Japanese 
economy was poised to 
overtake the US. The EU 
represents an economic 
block of roughly compara- 
ble size. In the years to 
come China is set to 
become a considerable 
power across Asia, consti- 
tuting another serious rival 
to US domination. 

The US has responded 
to these challenges by 


it must exercise its unri- 
valled military power. It cal- 
culates that it can use the 
fear of its military prowess 
to wrestle economic con- 
cessions from its rivals. 

For example, the US 
clearly intends to decide 
how Iraqi oil fields are to be 
handed out to various multi- 
nationals. Even the chair- 
man of BP complained that 
his company was to be cut 
out of the post-war carve up 
by US multi-nationals. 


Why attack Iraq again? 


likely to die from long-term 
effects of a bombing 
because the US is likely to 
use the war to experiment 


sanctions have killed over 
one million people. Nearly 
60% of the dead are children 
under the age of seven. 


with new types of weapons The number one killer of 

such as Advanced Tactical young children in Iraq is 

Lasers. dehydration from diarrhoea 

caused by water-borne ill- 

nesses, on the rise since the 

Suffered US bombed the electricity 

grids that powered Iraq's 

| casual- Iraq has already suffered water treatment plants. 

to be the combined impact of the British and US forces 

hat is 1991 war and the 12 years of have bombed Iraq more than 

irst Gulf Sanctions and bombing 50 times this year alone and 
since then. killed at least 500 people 

ans are According to UNICEF since 1999. 


2015 any [missiles] that would 
threaten the United States, even 
if United Nations (UN) prohibi- 
tions were climinated or signifi- 
cantly reduced in the next few 
years.” 

The International Atomic 
Energy Authority (JAA) insists 
that frag does not have the 
capacity to produce enriched 
uranium for weapons, 

What is certain is that Iraq 

pit r A a nas mye the kird of chemi- 

at a cal, biological and nuclear 

In 1 hein weapons that the US and its 
ac @ allies have. Isracl, for example, 
Eid that has over 200 nuclear warheads 
“Ee aimed at Arab cities. 


Source: International Institute for Strategic Studies, US 


Australia, Japan and South Korea 


WORLD ARMS SPENDING (2001) 


Department of Defence. *Allies refers to the NATO countries plus 


Collapse 


This issue was also the 
source of the disagree- 
ments between the US and 
France, which has exten- 
sive interests in the area. A 
back-door deal was only 
done at the last moment so 
that the UN would vote to 
sanction war. 

The collapse of the 
Soviet empire a decade 
ago has also meant that the 
oil reserves of the Caspian 
Sea have come up for 
grabs. The US has already 
created a ring of military 
bases in the region in coun- 
tries like Georgia and 
Uzbekistan. Military domi- 
nation leads directly to 
exploitation by US compa- 
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nies like Texaco or 
Chevron. 

Where states refuse to 
submit to the unconditional 
penetration of US multina- 
tional interests, they are 
declared part of the "Axis of 
Evil" and must await their 
fate in the "War on Terror". 

We have therefore 
entered an era of perma- 
nent, ‘preventative’ wars. 
War is now one of the main 
mechanisms through which 
the tensions and conflicts of 
the global system are 
resolved. 

Lenin argued at the time 
of the World War 1 that 
capitalism, imperialism and 
war were inseparable. He 
concluded that revolutions 
were necessary to uproot 
the system. 

He was right. Millions 
died in the trenches during 
World War 1. It was not 
ended by diplomacy but by 
revolution. In Russia in 
1917 and then Germany in 
1918 soldiers refused to 
fight, workers rose and gov- 
ernments fell. 


Re-group 


It is still possible that a 
huge anti-war movement 
can cause the Bush gang to 
hesitate. But without 
destroying capitalism and 
imperialism, the same 
forces will regroup for more 
wars. 

If not prevented these 
wars will lead to explosions 
of popular revolt in the 
Middle East, endangering 
the US's client regimes 
such as Egypt and Jordan. 
It is also possible that the 
flames of revolution will 
spread into the core of the 
system. 

Imperialist war abroad 
means class war at home. 
Bush has recently used 
post-September 11 special 
powers to decree that 
800,000 federal blue-collar 
employees are to have their 
jobs privatised and lose 
union protection. The 
Administration has also 
stepped in on the side of 
the bosses to smash the 
longshoremen. 

As well as building the 
largest possible mass anti 
war movement, we need 
also to build a revolutionary 
party that links the fight for 
workers’ rights to the fight 
against war and capitalism. 
The only way the planet will 
be rescued from constant 
war is workers' revolution. 


— by KEVIN WINGFIELD 
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CHRIS BAMBERY EXPLAINS THE TRUTH ABOUT THE ‘MARCH ON ROME’ 


Resistible rise 
of Mussolini 


ET WAS 80 years ago that 
fascism first came to power, 
and it happened in Italy. 

There is a myth that Benito 

Mussolini seized power after 

his March on Rome and the 

occupation of the city by his 
fascist shock troops. 

Fascist columns did assemble at 
four points near the city—but they 
were lightly armed, ill fed and left 
standing in the rain. 

Workers had ripped up railways to 
stop the fascists reaching Rome. 

Mussolini himself was miles to the 
north in Milan. close to the Swiss border 
in case he had to make a speedy escape. 

He did not march into Rome. He was 
summoned by the Italian king, who ap- 
pointed Mussolini as prime minister even 
though the fascists had few parliamentary 
seats. 

Mussolini's appointment as head of a 
coalition government was supported by 
big business, the military and the Vatican. 

Fascist troops did not occupy Rome. 
They were shepherded in by the army in 
special trains and allowed to march 
around before being ushered home. 

Mussolini was a former socialist fire- 
brand. He had made a career out of at- 
tacking parliamentary democracy first 
from the left and then from the right. 

3 So why did the rulers of 


Italy summon him to power? 

For two years the country had been in 
the grip of civil war in which fascist 
terror had spread from town to town and 
city to city. 

A new-book, The Resistible Rise of 
Benito Mussolini by Tom Behan, explains 
why this happened and shows that Mus- 
solini’s triumph was not inevitable. 

Fascism was not just another form of 
dictatorship. It represented the end of all 
democracy and free speech, and state 
control of all areas of life. 

Above all fascism represented the un- 
leashing of civil war against the working 
class movement. 

Neither was fascism simply a tool of 
big business. 

It represented a mass movement that 
collaborated with the police and army 
but retained its independence. 

Fascism was attractive to big business 
because it could unleash politically com- 
mitted thugs on common enemies. But 
fascism’s independence meant big busi- 
ness felt uneasy about giving power to 
Mussolini. 

In 1922 Italy had been a united coun- 
try for only 60 years and its ruling class 
was divided. 

In the north there were great industrial 
cities, in the north and centre capitalist agri- 
culture, and in the south virtual feudalism. 

The decade before the 1914-18 First 
World War saw an explosion of industrial 
militancy in the northem cities, and strikes 
and land seizures by agricultural labour- 
ers and peasants. 


The industrialists and landowners 
became disillusioned with the ineffective 
parliamentary politicians in Rome. 


URING THE First World 

War many issues in Italian 

society came to a head. A 
substantial section of the Ital- 
ian ruling class felt they had 
been cheated out of colonies 
promised to them by their allies, 
Britain and France. 

The Italian working class and rural 
masses rose in a sustained rebellion 
which led to 1919 and 1920 becoming 
known as the Red Years. 

In the end, while workers occupied 
the factories, their leaders turned their 
backs on revolution and brokered a deal. 

The ruling class was relieved. But the 
government’s refusal to use the army 
against the workers because it could not 
trust the soldiers’ loyalty left it feeling 
humiliated and thirsty for revenge. 

Mussolini had broken with the left to 
support Italy’s entry into the war. His 
new Fascist Party was marginalised 
during the revolutionary storm, but now 
he bragged that he would inflict revenge 
on the left. 

In central Italy the landowners em- 
ployed the fascists against the socialist- 
led rural labourers’ trade unions. 
Columns fanned out across the country- 
side, burning union offices, and beating 
up and murdering activists with weapons 


supplied by army officers. 

The rural trade unions were destroyed. 

In Bologna and other cities the fas- 
cists occupied the town and removed 
elected socialist councils. 

The fascists’ confidence was boosted 
when the left failed to mobilise against 
them. 

The Italian Socialist Party should 
have been a mighty force. It had a mass 
membership and its leaders talked end- 
lessly of revolution. 

But the leadership believed that all 
they had to do to win this revolution was 
wait for it to drop into their laps. 

They let the revolutionary challenge 
of 1919-20 pass them by, preferring to 
build their party in isolation from the real 
struggle for revolution. 

The party focused on parliament, not 
mass action, and its leaders had no strat- 
egy for resisting fascism. 

A section of the Socialist Party 
became so frustrated by the leaders’ fail- 
ure to take on fascism that they broke 
away to form the Communist Party, in- 
spired by the Russian Revolution of 
1917. 

Tragically this new party dismissed 
Mussolini as being just another right 
winger and refused to work with other 
forces on the left to stop him. 

Matters reached ridiculous heights 
during 1921 and 1922 when former crack 
soldiers, the Arditi de} Popolo (Shock 
Troops of the People), organised resis- 
tance to the fascist Blackshirts and in- 
flicted serious defeats on them. 

The Socialist Party denounced the 
Arditi for being so militant and then 
Signed a pact with Mussolini—which he, 
of course, ignored. 

The Communist Party ordered its 
members to quit the Arditi's ranks be- 
cause non-Communists led them! 

Tom Behan's book provides the only 
description in English of this heroic re- 
sistance and the left’s failure to em- 

brace it. 

In 1921 the Italian economy entered 
recession and industrialists began to 
subsidise fascism, hoping it would 

wage a war on the trade unions and 
the left. 
In 1922 Mussolini signalled 


that the ruling classes could cut a deal 
with him. 

Mussolini’s supporters were over- 
whelmingly middle class, with a core of 
brutalised former soldiers. 

They hated the workers’ movement, 
but they also resented big business and the 
banks. Mussolini promised them a revo- 
lution for the “little man”—the shop- 
keeper, ex-officer and small businessman. 

But Mussolini talked in two tongues. 
By 1922 this former republican was reas- 
suring the officer corps he was in favour 
of the monarchy. 

The ex-atheist was singing the praises 
of the Catholic church. And he was reas- 
suring big business he would allow it a 

free hand. 

The main trade union federation 
called a general strike against fascist vio- 
lence, but it made no preparation and the 
strike crumbled within hours. 

The fascists felt confident to attack 
and conquer militant centres of the Arditi 
like Livorno, and some cities like Genoa 
and Milan. 

The Italian working class had waged 
a far, far greater resistance than German 
workers would later offer to Hitler. But 
now demoralisation and the physical 
isolation of the cities began to under- 
mine it. 

In the autumn of 1922 big business, 
the army command, the king and the Vat- 
ican felt reassured they could gamble on 
Mussolini. 

Mussolini was installed as head of a 
coalition of different political figures, but 
he quickly squeezed them out and insti- 
tuted a dictatorship, backed by his new 
supporters. 


UTSIDE ITALY Mussolini 

is remembered as some- 

thing of a buffoon. But he 
unleashed a cruel violence that, 
though it might not match that 
of Hitler or Stalin, was then 
something new in the world. 

Mussolini was responsible for the 
deaths of a million people. They were 
killed during the terror in Italy and 
vicious colonial wars in Libya, So- 
malia and Ethiopia. 

They died because of his support for 
General Franco in the Spanish Civil War 
and fascist Italy’s own butchery in the 
Second World War. 

And Mussolini's alliance with Hitler 
involved the deportation of Italian Jews 
and compliance in the Holocaust. 

Mussolini also waged a merciless war 
against the anti-fascist Resistance move- 
ment that liberated so much of Italy be- 

tween 1943 and 1945 
In April 1945 Mussolini himself 
met justice in the form of a Resis- 

4 tance bullet. 

There are two lessons from Mus- 
solini’s rise to power. 

Firstly, compromise in the face of a 
revolutionary crisis leads to disaster. 

An Italian anarchist leader warmed at 
the height of the revolutionary wave of 
1919-20, “If we do not carry on until the 
end we shall pay with tears of blood for 
the fear we now install in the bourgeoisie.” 

He was right. Looking back in July 
1923 Mussolini bragged that the Italian 
left had not known how “to profit from a 
revolutionary situation such as history 
does not repeat”. 

Secondly, Tom Behan’s book demon- 
strates how unity in action is needed to 
stop Mussolini and his heirs. Events 80 
years ago prove that we ignore that 
advice at our peril. 

MThe Resistible Rise of Benito Mus- 
solini by Tom Behan, £8. Available from 
Bookmarks—phone 020 7637 1848. 


i theatre | 
O'Casey's 
anti-war 
message 


IT'S EASY to imagine that the Abbey The- 
atre trots out a production of The Plough 
and the Stars ona yearly basis, but it is 
eleven years since Gary Hynes's contro- 


versial production raised a stor 
E m 
National Theatre. pak 


„The long gap indicates just how much 
O'Casey's reputation has declined in the last 
twenty years. His trilogy of Dublin plays have 
been attacked from both left and right by Seamus 
Deane and Gary O'Connor. They argue that 
O'Casey in later life had not kept pace with the 
stark modernism associated with the likes of 
Samuel Beckett. 

O'Casey is complicated. He was a socialist, who 
despised the Ireland that emerged after the War of 
Independence and immersed himself in the controver- 
sies of the time. 

He never for a moment hid his politics and he bat- 
tled against the world with what he did best, writing 
plays that raged against injustice and oppression. 

Yet he is adored by the Irish-Americans who flock to 
every performance of the Dublin plays, and who seem 
hardly aware of the fury generated during the first pro- 
duction of The Plough and the Stars in 1926. 


Attacked 


Republicans led by Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington 
tushed the stage and attacked the actors. They object- 
ed to the tone as much as the content of the play. Yeats 
leapt to O'Casey's defence hurling his contempt at the 
audience, "You have disgraced yourselves again”. 

The Plough and the Stars is set in the Dublin slums 
during the 1916 rising against the backdrop of World 
War I. O'Casey wanted to challenge and evaluate the 
outcome of the Irish revolution. 

O'Casey wrting in 1925 believed that nationalism 
had failed to deliver on the ideals of 1916 and this fail- 
ure was beginning to make itself felt in the Easter Ris- 
ing itself. 

O'Casey considered himself a communist, but ironi- 
cally the socialist character in The Plough and the 
Stars, Covey, is incapable of relating to the real world. 
Instead he mouths slogans that are as irrelevant as the 
empty rhetoric of the nationalists whom he despises. 

As always with O'Casey he looks at the world 
through the eyes of the ordinary people - the slum 
dweller, "degraded, yet capable of nobility”. He brings 
together The Plough - the symbol of the working class 
and The Stars - their dreams of a better life. - 

O'Casey was right to shine a light on a turning point 
in Irish history, but he offers little alternative. The 
heroes of republicanism are merely replaced by the 
dignity and stoicism of the ordinary people. - 

O Casey was a former secretary of the Irish Citi- 
zen's Army - but he disagreed with its involvement in 
the fight against the British empire. 

Yet the tragedy of the Irish revolution was not that 
workers did not fight - but rather that they accepted the 
advice of nationalist leaders like de Valera that ‘Labour 
Must Wait’. 

“The production of The Plough and The Stars makes 
it a profoundly anti-war play. The director Ben Barnes 
emphasises, “this is an anti-war play, and the world is 
obsessed about whether or not there will be a war In 
Iraq and the consequences of that for the Middle East". 


Prison 


i h 

Barnes is to be congratulated for this approach, 
which frees O'Casey from the academic and historical 
prison that he has languished in and makes him rele- 
vant to a new generation of theatregoers. 

Barnes production pulls back somewhat from 
Haynes 1991 interpretation, but he resists the tempta- 
tion to fall back on the traditional Abbey style, thanks 
largely to the powerful abstract set. ! 

‘t fas some of the elements of a mainstream pro- 
duction, but it is the pace and force of the play, of 
events overwhelming the characters, that stick in the 
mind. k , s 
As Fintan O'Toole remarked in the Irish Times, You 
do feel watching the play that this is the way history 
really looks from the bottom up”. 


by PAUL O’BRIE 


by WILLY 


CUMMING 


WITH NAOMI 
Klein's No Logo, 
Eric Schlosser's 
Fast Food Nation 
and Michael 
Moore's Stupid 
White Men at the 
top of the best- 
sellers list there 
is no shortage of 
political books to 
read and give 
this year as pre- 
sents. 
Anti-Capitalism - 


A Guide to the 
Movement with arti- 
cles by Susan 
George, George 


Monbiot, Alex Call- 
inicos and many 
others is an excel- 


A | 

ia 3 MEE) ea d i 
class sll omli- 

cise |s 7 SSS nates the new 


wreck of the revolution 
and how, despite 

the fall of the Iron 

this 


sum- \ iA 
mary of | # 2 ay on re 
è h e . aii Kelly's Race, 
ISSues ae. Class and 
anon d WS A, Power in the 
events jee 
that have oalfields, 
inspired \3 P 1908-217, 
the move- \ omenat] winner of 
ment 5 this year's 

José DENE Isaac 
Bovė, jailed eutscher prize, is an 


for attacking a McDon- 
ald's, is one of the 
symbolic figures of the 
movement. The World 
is not for sale - Farm- 
ers against Junk Food 
is an extended inter- 
view with him and 
Francois Dufour. With 
the ongoing debates 
on the 


future of Irish 
agriculture, an invalu- 
able read. 
‘Another world is 
possible’ is the slogan 


of today. But the 
spectre of Stalinism 
still haunts us. 

If revolutions can 
lead to tyranny, how 
do we fight for a new 
world? Russia, Class 
& Power 1917-2000 
by Mike Haynes chal- 
lenges the myth that 
Stalin's Russia was 
socialist. It shows how 
a powerful ruling class 
emerged from the 


inspiring read. Kelly 
explores the forces 


COAL MINERS strike in Alabama 


Xmas shopping 
problems solved 


that united miners, 
black and white, dur- 
ing the hard fought 
strikes at the start of 
the 20th century and 
the systematic efforts 
of the region's power- 
ful industrialists to 
foment racial divisions 
as a means of splitting 
their workforce. 
Shelley the roman- 
tic poet is famous, 
Shelley the revolution- 
ary is less so. Paul 
O'Brien's Shelley & 
Revolutionary Ireland 
looks at Shelley's 
involvement with the 
movement for Irish 


Independence. includ- 

ed are all Shelley's 

writings on Ireland. 
Newgrange 


Stout is 


a 
detailed 
explo- 
ration of 
Ireland's 
most 
famous complex of 


The roots of 
racism in lreland 


RACISM AND 
Social Change in 
the Republic of ire- 
land by UCD lec- 
turer Bryan Fan- 
ning is an 
overview of racism 
in Ireland, past and 
present. 

Fanning rejects 
the assertion that 
racism is a relatively 
recent phenomenon 
and argues that Ire- 
land was never 
immune from the 
racist ideologies. 

He locates the 
development of racism 
in Ireland to two specif- 
ic causes; the symbiot- 
ic relationship between 
nationalism and 
Catholicism, with all 
the religious sectarian- 
ism and anti-Semitism 
that that involves; and 


Ireland's complicity in 
western imperialism. 

The Irish were dis- 
proportionately repre- 
sented in the British 
army at the height of 
the imperialist project 
and the participation of 
Irish missionaries in 
colonial regions pre- 
cipitated a paternalistic 
and chauvinistic atti- 
tude towards other 
races. 


Absence 


In the absence of a 
racial minority in the 
country, racism devel- 
oped as state-sanc- 
tioned anti-Semitism 
and discrimination 
against Protestants (in 
1901 Protestants repre- 
sented 10.7% of the 
population of the 26 
counties, by 1991 this 
was down to 3.2%) . 


Fanning recalls the 
Limerick progrom of 
1904 where a small 
population of Jews 
were driven from the 
city by a vicious cam- 
paign spearheaded by 
a group of Catholic 
priests. 


Influx 


He also recounts an 
editorial by Arthur Grif- 
fith in the United Irish- 
man in the same year 
as the progrom where 
he rails against the 
“continuous influx of 
Jews into Ireland" and 
refers to Jews as 
"strange, alien people" 
depriving Irish people 
of jobs. Sounds famil- 
iar? 

The author also 
shows that there was 
sympathy in the high- 
est echelons of the 


R 
A 
mba 


pman sti" 


Neolithic monuments 
and the forces that 

have contributed to 

create the land- 
scape of today. 
The activities 
of kings and 
priests, landlords 
and cottiers and 
modern farmers 
have all had a 
visible influ- 
ence. 

If you're 
interested in 
Ireland's past 
or her coun- 
tryside add 

this to your Christmas 
wish-list. 


Irish civil service for 
the Holocaust. 

The long-standing 
racism against trav- 
ellers is also chroni- 
cled. 

The book shows 
how the current hyste- 
ria against asylum 
seekers has its roots in 
institutionalised 
racism. But Fanning 
doesn't make the link 
with the state-spon- 
sored racism against 
asylum seekers across 


Europe. 
This is not only as a 
result of historical 


racism fostered over 
the last three cen- 
turies, but also from a 
current crisis in capi- 
talism which requires 
scapegoats for the fail- 
ings of the system. 


by ROY 
HASSEY 
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where 
we 
stand 


The present system has led to 
huge inequalities of waalth. The 
gread for profit is wrecking tha 
lives of milllons and endangering 
the planet. A new society can 
only be constructed when the 
workers take control of the 
wealth and plan its production 
and distribution for human need 
and not profit. 


REVOLUTION 

That cannot be done on a gradual 
piecemeal basis. Socialists can 
use parliament to expose this 
system but fundamental social 
change will not come through 
parlament. 

The courts, the army and police 
exist to defand the interests of 
the wealthy. They all ensure there 
is one law for the rich and 
another for the rest. 

To destroy capitalism, we need to 
remove the presant state 
structures and create a workers’ 
state based much greater 
political and economic 
democracy. 


AGAINST IMPERIALISM 
AND WAR 

War is a constant feature of 
capitalism today as the 
imperialist powers try to 
dominate the earth. Bush's “War 
on Terrorism” is a crude device 
to attack any country which 
threatens US military. strategic or 
economic dominance. We oppose 
this war and see imperialism as 
the greatest enemy of peace. 


FOR AN END TO ALL 
OPPRESSION 

We oppose all forms of 
oppression. This divides and 
waakens the working class. We 
are far full social, economic and 
political equality for women. 

We stand for: free cantraception 
and free, legalised abortion and 
the right to divorce; the completa 
separation of church and state, 
an end to church control over 
schools and hospitals; an end to 
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Secret benchmarking 
sellout plan revealed 


UNION LEADERS 
are holding secret 
talks with the 
employers to link a 
new partnership 
agreement to a deal 
on benchmarking. 

Documents which 
have come into the hands 
of Socialist Worker show 
that special meetings 
were set up for four sec- 
tors - civil service, educa- 
tion, local government, 
and health - to work out 
how 'modemisation' 
might be linked to pay. 

The meetings were con- 
vened by Dan Murphy, the 
right wing secretary of the 
Public Service Committee 
of the ICTU. 

The talks were "of an 
informal nature" and the aim 
was to “develop positions 
which might be tolerable in 
the context of a successor to 
the PPF and the implemen- 


The union leaders have 
no mandate to make this 
link. The benchmarking 
awards belong to the last 
partnership agreement and 
should not be tied to a new 
deal to make the meagre pay 
awards look better. 

Yet the ICTU leaders 
have already agreed to a 
special chapter in a new 
national Programme which 
would "contain commit- 
ments to change and mod- 
ernisation which would be 
applicable across all sectors 
of the Public Sector". 

The employers have 
drawn up a wish list on what 
this ‘modernisation’ might 
mean, 

In the Civil Service the 
employers want 
@ A ‘rating system' for per- 
formance management. 

@ Direct recruitment to cer- 
tain grades to cut back on 
internal promotions. 

@ New arrangements on 
probation, probably to get 
new workers to meet per- 


@ 'Greater use of fixed term 
contracts’ 

In Education they want: 
@ More school plans, more 
Department of Education 
assessments, more evalua- 
tions 

@ Students to be treated as 
‘customers’ and new Perfor- 
mance targets set. 

In Health they want: 

@ New clause to prevent 
strikes. 

@ Extended hours of ser- 
vice. 

@ Greater use of health 
care assistants to replace 
nurses. 

@ A ban on ‘new technolo- 
gy claims’. 

ICTU leaders have even 
been advised that they are 
not to have any ‘formal 
report back to individual 
unions’. 

So who are they repre- 


CIE: Resist p 


DUBLIN BUS dri- 
vers balloted for 
industrial action 
on the 28th of 
November over 
Seamus Bren- 
nan's decision to 


rivatisation 


‘franchise’ out 25 
routes. 

This is a form of pri- 
vatisation under anoth- 
er name. 

Union representatives 
expect an overwhelming 
vote in favour of the 
action, as the drivers 
understand that any break- 
ing up of the bus network 
will lead to wholesale 
redundancies. 

The union leaders are 
being pressed to call a 
one-day stoppage in Janu- 
ary. They are due to draw 
plans for action in early 


$ Se E 
STRIKIN 


December. 

One danger sign is that 
the National Transport 
Forum has already done a 
report, which recom- 
mends the break up of 
CIE; the appointment of a 
regulator and the granting 
of new routes to private 
operators. 

Rank and file activists 
believe that the NRBU 
and SIPTU should reject 
this report and launch a 


a better pay 


determined fight against 
Brennan. 

This is all the more 
urgent because CIE is also 
threatening to close part 
of larnrod  Eireann's 
freight operation. 

This would be a disas- 
ter for drivers and for the 
environment. This will 
mean hundreds of lorries 
transporting these materi- 
als through towns, adding 
to traffic and pollution. 


discrimination against gays and tation of benchmarking". 


formance tests. 
lesbians. 


senting? 


FOR AN END TO RACISM 
We fight to end to racism and 
anti-traveller bigatry. We oppose 
immigration controls which are 
always racist. 

Asylum seekers and refugees 
should have full rights of 
citizenship, including the right to 
work. We oppose deportations. 


FOR WORKERS' UNITY IN 
THE NORTH 

The Gaod Friday Agreement 
brought an end to armed struggle 
but it also institutianalised 
sectarianism by setting Catholic 
and Protestant communitles in 
competition with each other for 
under-resourced services. 

The communal politicians from 
Sinn Fein to tha DUP push 
policies of privatisation —while 
building a political base from the 
competitian between ‘both 
communities‘ 

We stand for workers unity 
against the Assembly politicians 
and Blair government. Like great 
socialist Jamas Connolly, we 
belleve that partition has brought 
about a ‘carnival of in.’ We 
want to see an irish workers 
republic whera all workers gain. 
Our flag Is neither green nor 
orange but red! 


OUR WORLD !S NOT FOR 
SALE 


We oppose the sell-offs of public 
services ta private Interests. We 
fight for direct labour. We want 
properly-funded, publicly run 
services democraticall 
controlled from below. We 
participate In the wider anti- 
capitalist movament 


FOR A FIGHTING TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT 


TWO HUNDRED 
people marched in 
Cork in support of 
the IFI workers 
who want a better 
redundancy deal. 

Last month, the 
workforce of Richard- 
sons in Belfast occu- 
pied their factory. One 
of the workers told 
Socialist Worker, 
"Eighty to 100 of the 
workforce were 
involved in the occupa- 
tion. Our action got 
results. 

"Until then the receiver 


INTO 


IFI Richardsons occupy 


required us to sign a waiv- 
er, renouncing all claims 
on the company in order to 
get an interim payment of 
£3,000. 

"This would mean if 
we ever became ill 
because of working with 
hazardous materials we 
would have lost all rights 
to claim. The waiver has 
now been withdrawn." 


Angry 


But workers are angry 
that their factory was 
closed and their livelihood 
taken because of the atti- 
tude of the Irish govem- 


ment, a 5f percent share- 
holder in IFI. 

As one Belfast 
Richardson's worker com- 
mented, "Mary Harney is 
another Maggie Thatcher. 
I'm from a Protestant 
background. Harney and 
her colleagues are always 
talking about North-South 
relations. If this is the sort 
of Ireland she wants to get 
us into I don't many work- 
ers from whatever back- 
ground will want it." 

Tragically the occupa- 
tion of Richardson's was 
not spread to the South 
because of the inactivity of 
the SIPTU leaders. 


30 ENGINEERS employed by 
Pickerings Lifts have been on 
strike since November 12th 
after the company called a 
worker into a disciplinary 
hearing. 

The strikers have been voluntarily 
maintaining a free emergency service 
for hospitals and the Ballymun estate. 
But the dispute had worsened follow- 
ing the withdrawal of mobile phones 
from a number of those on strike. 

As a result, the union said, its ability to 
provide an emergency service in Ballymun 


had been undermined, while a number of 
hospitals would also be affected. 


Journalists bite b 


ia 


the lift strike 


"There are procedures laid down in the 
National Lifts Agreement. This was signed 
in 1977 by the TEEU and IBEC, of which 
Pickerings is a member. However the com- 
pany refused to follow these procedures 
and went ahead with their own disciplinary 
hearing.' a TEEU rep explained. 

"If we let Pickerings get away with this 
then all the other employers will do the 
same and the National Lifts Agreement will 
be dead throughout the industry.' 

A spokesperson for the Ballymun 
branch of SWP, Kevin Wingfield, said, 
"The strikers have done everything possible 
to minimise the effect on tenants of Bally- 
mun. It is important that residents of Bally- 
mun stand together with the Pickerings 
strikers.' 


ack 


THE INTO is launching a cam- 
paign of action to fight the 
increased workload on teach- 
ers. 

Teachers will withdraw from any 
new non-urgent written policies, from 
inservice-training for the new curricu- 
lum and refuse to co-operate with 
Department of Education inspections. 

One teacher said, "A huge amount of 


anger is being expressed at branch meetings 
about the inadequacy of the benchmarking 
award and the delays in implementation. 
The "modernisation" agenda is not accept- 
able. 

Our pay award has to be delivered with 
no strings attached. Many teachers will be 
keen to see the action extended and a real 
fight on the pay issue launched." 


JOURNALISTS 
HAVE a bad name 
because of the 
tabloids. Some- 
times we forget 
they are also 
responsible for 
news we are inter- 
ested in. 

What is little known 


is that their wages have 
been rising very slowly, 
especially compared to 
the huge profits experi- 
enced by the regional 
newspaper owners. 

The national agreement, 
which governs regional 
journalists’ wages, has not 
been reviewed since 1973. 

At recent national meet- 


ings of NUJ chapels across 
the Regional Press Sector 
there have been calls for 
strikes if journalists do not 
get a major pay increase 
soon. Union members are 
also calling for the elimina- 
tion of the current age-relat- 
ed scale, which gives jour- 
nalists minor pay increases 
when they turn 23, 26 and 
28 years of age. 


unions exist to defend 


—_———— weet 


workers’ interests. We oppose 
Social Partnership agreements 
which reatrict wages while letting 
profits thrive. We fight for 100 
percant trade unionism, free 
collactive bargaining and fighting 
trade unions controlled by the 
ae and fiie. 

la sup the union 
Wola fey t leaders 
when 


FOR A REVOL 
Pane EVOLUTIONARY 


To win socialism socialists need 
ari, in + ebb a 

j party needs to argue 
against right-wing Ideas andy for 
overthrowing the system. The 
SWP alms to bulld such a party 
here. We call for co- operation 
between left-wing parties and the 
formation of a strong socialist 


y JS 
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Firefighters take on Blair 


‘Modernisation’ means 
job cuts and fire deaths 


Firefighters took to the picket lines last month 


The police and 
army’s dirty tactics 


THROUGHOUT the 
strikes, firefighters 
have left picket 
lines to respond to 
life-threatening 
fires and traffic 
accidents. 

This has been organ- 
ised through mobile 
phone contacts with local 
police and ambulance 


services. 
But in an outrageous 


move, Fire Service manage- 
ment in Northern Ireland 
has deliberately put lives at 
risk by breaking these lines 
of communication. 

A memorandum has 
gone out to all ambulance 
control staff, ordering them 
NOT to contact the fire ser- 
vice directly — even if there 
is a life-threatening inci- 
dent. 

“This is an attempt to use 
moral blackmail, especially 
with part-time retained fire- 


“The negotiations are crap. Four 


per centis 
but we are 
we deserve.” 


all that is on the table, 
determined to get what 


Garey from Central Station: 
“Members are disappointed and 
angry that government interference 


has blocked the way 


forward. It’s 


hard to believe that it’s taken a 
Labour PM to out-Maggie Maggie 


Thatcher!” 
JJim Quinn, 
secretary 


the FBU’s N.I. regional 


fighters, who live and work 
in small towns and commu- 
nities,” says Derry FBU rep 
Ciaran Barr. 

“If there is a death they 
will want to blame that on 
the firefighters.” 

On top of that, an inter- 
nal police briefing memo, 
given to police across 
Britain, instructed them to 
arrest firefighters who leave 
picket lines to attend emer- 
gencies. 

The memo said: “Such 
‘humanitarian’ responses 
are being used in their pro- 
paganda war and undermine 
the military position.” 

FBU leader Andy 
Gilchrist said: “The idea 
that they are doing it as a PR 
exercise is frankly sicken- 
ing.” 

This sets a new record in 
Blair’s hypocrisy stakes. He 
claims the FBU strike is 
putting us at risk. Yet he’s 
allowing the police and the 
army to play Russian 
roulette with people’s lives. 


BLAIR’S “moderni- 
sation” plans will 
cut the fire service 
to the bone. 
Prescott says 20 
per cent of staff 
will be retiring 
early. 

That's 11,000 firefight- 
ers. The government wants 
to replace as few of them as 
possible 

Here is why the FBU 
opposes the government’s 
five main demands. 

WStaff cuts: Prescott and 
Blair want to slash the 
nightshift. 

There may be fewer 
fires overnight — but they 
are far more lethal. In 2000, 
241 people died at night. 
That's 92 more than during 
the day. 

And 7,000 people were 
injured, almost 5,000 more 


Is this 


than during the day. Fewer 
firefighters would mean 
more fire deaths. 

HMerged control rooms. 
Ambulance controllers can 
help keep patients alive and 
advise paramedics what 
equipment they need to 
bring. 

Fire brigade control staff 
can tell people how to stay 
alive in a burning building 
and they deal with chemi- 
cal, biological and radiation 
accidents, 

ft would be madness to 
merge these two jobs. 
Training firefighters as 
paramedics. This is a ruse 


to push through cuts in the 
ambulance service. 

It also contributes to the 
overload of firefighters. 
Letting part-time fire- 
fighters travel with full- 
time crews. 

Another madcap plan to 
pave the way for cuts in the 
full-time workforce. 

Every firefighter works 
with other members of his 
or her watch for 48 hours a 
week. They know each 
other's strengths and weak- 
nesses. 

Throwing other fire- 
fighters into a crew can 
only disrupt the teamwork 


“I never thought that I would have 
to go on strike, but Blair has made 
it clear that this is no longer about 
pay — it’s about class!” 

OBrian, a firefighter from Central 


Station in Belfast 


“The Labour government are deter- 
mined to break the union. They'll find 
that the FBU is a wee bit stronger than 


anticipated. 


“The firemen are a close-knit communi- 
ty: we work together, we sleep together, 


we live together. 


“We're determined to see this out and 
we’ll continue to stand together on the 


picket lines.” 


ūCarlo from Northland Road station in 


Derry 


TONY BLAIR and 
his advisors have 
repeatedly called 
the firefighters lead- 
ers ‘Scargillites'—a 
reference to the 
miners strike of 
1984-85. 

Right-wing newspa- 
pers like the Sun, are 
egging Blair on telling 
him to ‘Do a Maggie’ 
and crush the firefight- 
ers union in the same 
way that Thatcher broke 
the National Union of 
Mineworkers. 

But there are crucial 
differences between those 
disputes in 1984-85 and the 
FBU’s battle in the year 
2002. 

Blair, 


SECRET REPORT 


A GOVERNMENT 
commissioned a report 
last year called for a 
doubling of the fire 


like Thatcher, 


service budget to £3.8 
billion and an increase 
In the number of 
firefighters. 

New Labour refuses to 
publish the report. 


thinks that New Labour 
will only stay in power if 
the unions remain cowed 
and weak. 

He has also swallowed 
neo-liberal economic think- 
ing hook, line and sinker. It 
dictates that the public sec- 
tor be cut back and priva- 
tised as far as possible. 

But in contrast to 
Thatcher, Blair has not pre- 
pared himself to take on the 
unions, Thatcher was out to 
get the miners who had 
humiliated the Tory gov- 
ernment in 1974. 

The NUM’s strikes were 
so successful that prime 
minister Edward Health 
called an election that year 
on the question “Who runs 
the country, the Tory Party 
or the miners?” He got his 
answer — the Tories were 
kicked out of office. 


Blair says the 
FBU pay claim 
could cost 


£500 million and “the 
country can’t afford it’. 

The proposed inva- 
sion of Iraq would cost 
between £10 BILLION 
and £12 BILLION. 


and could lead to fatal mis- 
takes. 

An end to the overtime 
ban. 

Another key ingredient 
to facilitate the govern- 
ment’s planned job cuts. 

Yet the government's 
own figures show that, far 
from saving money, this 
would COST £18 million. 

And long hours put 
workers’ health at risk — 
nowhere more so than in the 


fire service 
As the FBU’s Northern 
Ireland secretary, Jim 


Quinn, says: “Blair’s agen- 
da was only ever a wreck- 
ing agenda which would 
result in an inferior fire ser- 
vice for the public. 

The FBU wants to mod- 
ernise by improving the ser- 
vice not by reducing the 
number of firefighters and 
stations, putting the public 
further at risk.” 


Miners Strike? 


Blair: Doing a ‘Maggie’ 
Blair’s contempt for the 
unions is not in the same 


league. And there are 
already massive rifts 
between government minis- 
ters and inside the Labour 
Party over his treatment of 
the labour movement. 

Blair is now in serious 
danger of losing the sup- 
port of major traade 
unions, Left wing leaders 
have been elected in unions 
like the railworkers’ RMT 
and ASLEF, the postal 
workers’ CWU and the 
engineering workers’ AMI- 
CUS. This reflects a 
groundswell of opposition 
to Blair’s policies, especial- 


The richest 
1,000 people in 
Britain have 


personal wealth of 
£159,699 BILLION. 
That's enough to give 
every public sector work- 
er in the land a IE rise 
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ly privatisation. 

They key to winning is 
solidarity action. Union 
activists should insist on 
health and safety rules and 
walk out of buildings that 
do not have adequate fire 
cover. 

If the new left union 
leaders do not push for this 
policy, then it will have to 
be delivered from below by 
rank and file action. 

A victory for the fire- 
fighters would be a massive 
step forward for every 
worker fighting low pay 
and privatisation. That is 
why we must deliver on sol- 
idarity. 


Blair’s figures don’t add up 


times over; or four times 
what it would take to- 
fund a general 40% rise. 


Bringing corpo- 
ration tax back 
to 35% would 


bring in at least £12bn 
_a year. a 


MILLIONS FOR 


TONY BLAIR wants a 
war on Iraq. He will 
spend billions to help 
Bush grab hold of 
Iraq's oil reserves - 
but he says there is 
no money to pay fire 
fighters a decent 
wage. 

It is a disgusting piece of 
hypocrisy. In Northern Ire- 
land, Blair says he is a 'man 
of peace’. He lectures us ina 
condescending way about 
how Catholics and Protes- 
tants must come together 
and turn their backs on the 
‘men of violence’. 

But on a global scale, Blair 
wants to bring far more blood- 
shed to the people of Iraq than 
all the paramilitaries have shed 
in thirty years. 

His government has just 
produced a dossier to indict 
Saddam Hussein for human 
rights abuses. 

But in the 1980s, the British 
government helped to arm Sad- 
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dam Hussein. Even after he 
attacked Kurdish people in 
Halabja with poisonous gas, 
the British government tried to 
blame these attacks on Iran. 

And if Blair were really 
concerned with human rights 
abuses, he would not be selling 
weapons to countries such as 
Pakistan. 

British and US warplanes 
are already bombing Iraq. They 
pretend that the UN Inspectors 
Team is carrying out a neutral 
investigation. But they are only 
using inspections as an intelli- 
gence gathering exercise 
before they unleash a war. 


Fed-up 


We need a mass movement 
that cuts across the sectarian 
divide to give Blair a few lec- 
tures on peace! 

FBU Leader Andy Gilchrist 
says that he is fed up with New 
Labour - and wants a Real 
Labour Party. 

We certainly need an alter- 
native to Blair. This Labour 
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government will spend a for- 
tune on war -rather than pro- 
viding decent public services. 

New Labour is set to buy 
two aircraft carriers at the cost 
of £3 billion. It will spend £9 
billion on 232 euro fighters. It 
has even agreed to sign up to 
Bush's mad Stars War project. 

Gilchrist was attacked in 
the media for making political 
statements. But it is right to be 
political. 

The tragedy is that Gilchrist 
has not carried through on his 
remarks. The decision to pull 
the next eight-day strike has 
been taken as a sign of weak- 
ness. 

Rank and file fire fighters 
need to get hold of this strike 
and press for major solidarity 
action from other public sector 
workers. 

Over the last year, many 
unions have elected left wing 
leaders. There is a new mood 
of resistance. 

Instead of compromising 
with New Labour - we need to 
carry through the fight for 
decent pay and an end to war. 
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